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Detail Itinerary 
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【Taroko Gorge】 

Taroko became a national park in 1986, including Hualien County, Nantou County 

and Taichung City. Taroko is famous for its spectacular mountains and marble 

canyons. Cliffs and canyons stretch along Liwu River. Four million years ago, the 

island of Taiwan was formed by the collision of plates. After millions of years of wind 

erosion, the marble rocks were exposed and cut by Liwu River, creating impressive 

grand canyons. From Qingshui to Nanhu Peak, the drop height is 3,742 meters. 

Such special geography has also bred special flora and fauna in this area. 

The waterfalls characterized Taroko National Park and the most famous ones are 

Baiyang Waterfall, Yindai Waterfall, Changchun Waterfall, and Lushui Waterfall. 

Swallow Grotto (Yanzikou) and Tunnel of Nine Turns (Jiuqudong) are the most 

impressive natural scenes in Taroko and the canyons here are the narrowest. 

Tourists can appreciate the natural beauty along the tour track. Swallows nest on the 

cliff, chirping and flying back forth. The Taroko monumental is designed in Chinese 

style and Changchun Temple is to remember 

 

 

【Tunnel of Nine Turns】 

The tortuous course cut by the river has produced a gorge of many curves, and the 

path of the highway that has been carved out of the cliff face here seems to be an 

endless aerie of turns. Hence the name, the gorge is so narrow that only a very 

narrow width is open to the heavens, in what the Chinese call "a thread of sky." The 

marble cliff face opposite the highway varies in color from deep gray to pure white in 

a multitude of changing designs. A walk through the Tunnel of Nine Turns takes 

about 30 minutes and gives access to enchanting scenes of the gorge, the river, 

stone strata, the tunnel itself, and the surrounding vegetation. This is one of the most 

scenic parts of the gorge, and the best place to observe the gorge's ecology. 

 

 

【Swallow Caves】 

Following the Central Cross-Island Highway, at Yanzikou (Swallow Grotto) the rock 

cliffs of the Liwu River gorge seem to reach to heaven while the river runs its swiftest 

and the distance between the gorge walls so narrow that they almost seem to touch 

each other. 

Along the Yanzikou (Swallow Grotto) trail which runs about a half kilometer starting 

from the entrance to Swallow Grotto to the Jinheng Bridge, you can enjoy the sights 

of the Liwu River from nearly straight above the water, the potholes on the cliff faces, 

the springs sprinkled along the lower parts of the walls, as well as the famous rock 

formation "Chieftain's profile rock". 
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【Qixing Lake(Chihsingtan Beach)】 

Qixing Lake(Qixingtan) is located in Beipu Village, Xincheng Township, in the 

northeast of Hualien City. Visitors can get there via Meilun Industrial Park by 

following the signs in front of the National Hualien University of Education. The 

beach there has an elegant arch shape. The seawater there is clean and blue. The 

black stones there are crystal. From here visitors can see the great green mountains 

afar and the twisting highways. 

Qixing Lake(Qixingtan) is a poetic name in Chinese. It is said that there were lakes 

scattered around the National Hualien University of Education and Hualien Airport. 

They were filled in later as a result of construction. Today, the Qixing 

Lake(Qixingtan) area refers to the district located in the north of Meilun Industrial 

Park and Hualien Airport. There are sea valleys formed by faults and elegant bays 

with rich natural landscapes and cultural resources. From Qixing Lake(Qixingtan) 

people can look over the Qingshui Cliff. At night, people can appreciate the lights of 

the new city and Zongde District. There are many sightseeing spots in the area for 

recreational and educational trips. 

 

 




